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Role of Small Seale Industries & Tourism in Rural
Development in Majuli with Special Reference to Pottery
Making Industry
Jayanta Kr Dutta® Dr ijoy Kridua Nath®*

[ Ruarval bevelispomncint may b ddefined as @ prosess of developing and wtilizimg matwral amd human ronrces,
techmdongies. infrestrctural faciiities, snganizttons and goveemment pelictes to encenarage amd speecd up
e growih in vl arvan, o provide fobs and (o impeve the standand of Tving. Small soule industries
Py o sdgmificant mode in riral developoent. Maguli iy o Treasune Ikl aof warsows ymoll soale ivdvsiries

W take an importamt mile for mobifization of natural reotines hy creating emplovabifity av well ax
eragvment o the munad poor Theve imcustries not anly give the doernnty oof vy o commmnity bl alvo give

the special tdemiiny of Maguli ame

¢ the warld communitien. There iv a chaim linkage among runal

development. small seale indastries and fourim development | he paper almn 1o deal with the rle and
mportiance of small soule inastrses spevially the pottery making mdustries in A Feapui io cine of empliability
md bowirtsmt development. The study wos herset mustnly on primary deta collected through pueposi ve sampling

stnd stattfied evndoe sampling tochmigues |
Rul'll development has vatous dimensions like

ecvnimic, socil and agrioaltural soeario bt

ts mainly for the development of the
agnicultural sector, which is widely believed 1o provide
the maun impetus not only for reducing poverly and
hunger but also for ensuring food security for all
Acoording to World Bank 1n its sector policy paper
on rural development defined “rural development as
strategy designed to improve the scanoesie and soctal
conditions of hife of a speuific group of people - the
rural poor™, which involves extending the benefits of
development 1o the poorest amaong those whi seek a
tivelihood in the riiral srens. The rural development
1 nothang but the management of hurman development
and the onentation of technological and (pstitutional
change in such & manner as 1o improve knowledge
and living standards in rural areas. In a broader term,
rural development may be defined as o process of
developing and util zang natural and lumean resources,
technologies, infra-structural faciliies, inst dutions and
organmations and governiment pohicies and programs
1o encourage and spead up ecanomie growth in rural
areas, 1o provide jobs and 1o improve the quality of

* Department of Ecanomics, Moridhal College,
I

** Departmenit of Geography, Moridhal College,
Dhemayi
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Iife towards self sustenance (Singh, S P Planming and
mumnagernent (or rural development )

Small seale industries and tourism contnibute
sigmificarly 1o (he economic development of any area
in puariiculad and national in general In today's worlds
EOUITY 18 an Important socko-economic actnvity which
now recogniaed as wn indusiry genermting o numbes
of social and economic benefits. 1t s also promotes
national imtegration and imernationa| understanding,
helps n promoting mfrastructure, crestes employmen
oppartunity and sugments foreign exchange earnings
Rural tourism, the latest addition in fourist industry
1% “economic development of rural community™
through the mobilization of “ratural and culiural
potential” which form the basis of rural lounsm Being
a new concept covers all those aspects of travel
whereby people learn about each other's ways of
life and thought 1t signifies the tounst interest in the
customs of the indigenous and exolic people 1t 1s &
new kind of toursm as differ from general tour ism,
which focuses directly under local people Rural
tourism development s community based,
participatory and designed 1o improve the sconomic
and social well-beng of local villagers i addition 1o
the concerned institutional, physical and socio-cultural
environment. It also pin-pouts the need for careful
planning to the project, the integrity of sites and
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oba Rain Forest Bio-Diversity and Threats to Its Future Existence

Chittaranjan Nath* Dr. Bijoy Krishna Nath**

[Paba is a rich rainforest of Dhemaji district, Assam, sitvated in the Jool hills of Assam-Arunachal Himalayas
covering an arca of 10,221 heetors. Moreover, it has another 9400 heetars propased area. Thaugh, Pohba is
declared as reserved fovest in 1924, but 1934 Government gave some modification on it. Poba rain Sorest is
enviched with almost 118 species of avifauna, 21 species of mammals, 260 species of trees and with many other

specics of herbs, medicinal plants orchids, hutterflies, reptiles elc. it is noteworthy

that Poba rainforest now

Jacing many problems. The main objective of the present study is Yar only te highlight the biodiversity Poba bui
also its prohlems. The investigater provide some sugrestive measures regarding the creation of awareness
among the people to protect and conserve the Poba rain Jorest for the well being of bin-communities of Poba

rainforest.]

iodiversity refers to sum of life that exists at
Bt:crmin location at certain time. Tt includes both

plant and animal communities in an ecosysicm
having certain specific environmental conditions, The
term biodiversity was coined and used by walter G Rosen
in the year 1986. According to C.J Barrow (2005)
“Biodiversity is the diversity of different species
together with genetic variation within cacl speceics ina
Siven area™,
A healthy ecosystern nceds diversity of all kinds of lite
and its interactions and high diversity is indicative of
healthy ecosystem for man to live on earth. Tropical
cvergreen rainforest biome provides optimum
environmental conditions for growth and development
of plants and animals becanse it is characterized by high
rainfall and temperature throughout the year, The average
annual rainfall in a rainforest is 2000 mm or even mare.
Mean annual temperature is around 250¢-300c, In
Dhemaji district . Paba is the single most rainforest and
now it is facing many problems. The objectives of this
studyare to highlight the rich floral and faunal diversity
and major problems for conservation of biodiversity of
this rainforest.
Study area

Geographical location of Poba rainforest is very peculiar.
Tt is situated in the eastern most part of India; about 105
km away from the district headquarter of Dhemaji.
Though Poba is declared as reserved Forest in 1924,
but in 1934 government gave seme modification on it.
The northern part of Poba is connected with Arunachal
Himalaya and the southern part is connected with {lat
alluvial flood plain of the Brahmaputra. Siang river
(locally known as Lali) is in the east of Poba and Jonai
sub-division of Dhemaji district is in western parl of it,
It is situated in the helt of tropical monsoon climate at
an about 118 mts above sca level which it enjoys a
. tropical summer with a maximum temperature of 340c¢

-** P.G Teacher, Islund Academy, Majuli, Assam.,
** Assistant Professor , HOD, Depariment Of Geography,
* Moridh al College, Dhemaji, Assam.
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and cool dry winter with a minimum of 70c. The annual
rainfall ranges from 2300mm 10 3800 mm . The relative
humidity ranges between 60% -70%. The geographical
area of the main Poba rainforest is 10,221 hectors and
it has another 9400 hectors proposed area. It lies
between 27030/-27048/ North latitudes and 95003/-
95030/ East longitudes. Though it is declared as reserve
farest in 1924 but in 1934 government gave same
maodifications on it. The Poba rainforest can be divided
into three specific categories such as 60% of forest area
» 20% thick grass land 15% wetland.

Methodology

In the present study both analytical and empirical
methods have been adopted. The investigator has been
collected primary data from 80 Nos of household
through well prepared questionnaire. Secondary dala and
information are also collected from reliable sonrces to
supplement the primary data.

Objcctive of the study

The fo.‘]cnwing objectives have selected to fulfill the
purpose of the study :

I To highlight the biodiversity of Poba rainforest.

i Toexamine the anthropogenic and natural hazards of
Poba rainforest.

I To study the environmental awareness among the
people of fringe villages.

I To highlight tourism potentialities in around Poba
rainforest.

! To suggest remedial measures 10 preserve and
conserve the biodiversity of Poba rain forest.

Biodivesrsity of poba

Poba rainforest is rich with almost 118 species of
avifauna, 21 species of mammals, 260 species of trees
and with many other species of herbs, medicinal plants,
orchids, butterflies, reptiles, arthropods etc, The
peculiar geo-cnvironmental coitditions, warm and humid
climate create it as the home of abundant vegetation,
forest birds and animals ol different species groups.
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